 🧬 Core Discovery
· Ancient DNA analysis reveals that the Uralic language family (including Finnish, Estonian, and Hungarian) likely originated in Central Siberia, not the traditionally assumed Ural Mountains.
· This overturns long-held linguistic theories and highlights the role of genetic ancestry in tracing language dispersal.

🧭 Key Findings
· Researchers studied 180 ancient genomes from northern Eurasia (dated 17,000–3,000 years ago).
· Two ancestral populations were identified: 
· One from the Lena River Basin (linked to Uralic speakers).
· One from the Baikal region (linked to Yeniseian speakers, now represented by the Ket people).

🔄 Cultural Transmission
· Around 4,200 years ago, a large belt of hunter-gatherers was disrupted by migrating groups.
· These migrations led to new demographic and linguistic identities, spreading westward toward the Baltic Sea.
· The Seima-Turbino phenomenon — a Bronze Age trading network — likely facilitated this spread through movement of people and technologies.

🌍 Broader Implications
· The study suggests a genetic link between ancient Yeniseian speakers and some Native American groups, hinting at deep prehistoric connections across continents.
· It emphasizes that while languages can't be read from DNA, combining genetics, archaeology, and linguistics allows for robust historical reconstructions.

🧑‍🔬 Research Team
· Led by experts from Harvard, University of Vienna, University of Ostrava, and UT Austin, including Ron Pinhasi, David Reich, and Vagheesh Narasimhan.
· Published in Nature, the study reflects over a decade of collaborative research across northern Eurasia.
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